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Jiaqs Kana honored at retirement 
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Employees at the Eagle 
Lake Post Office, both 
current and retired, 
gathered at the pretty 
lakefront home of A. B. 
and Ethel Cone last 
Friday evening, July 13, 
to pay tribute to V. J. 
Kana on his retirement 
from the United States 
Postal Service after more 
than 25 years of 
dedicated and very 
dependable service. Mr. 
Kana, affectionately 
known to one and all in 
this area as "Jiggs," en­
ded his service with the 
post office on June 1 of 
this year. 

Robert S. Martin, 
Eagle Lake postmaster, 
noted the sentiments of 
all of. Jiggs' fellow 
workers and of the postal 
service, when he com­
mented that "this marks 
not only the end of your 
postal career, which has 
lasted more than 25 
years, but is the begin­
ning of another career 
which you have been 
looking forward to for_ 
many years." 

Martin told the 
gathering which assem­
bled for this happy oc­
casion last Friday evening 
that "Kana added 
knowledge and experien­
ce to the Eagle Lake 
postoffice which will not 
be easily replaced." He 
stated, "I want to extend 
my personal appreciation 
for the fine job you have 
done as a distribution 
window clerk." Martin 

"Jiggs" Kana, center, is shown receiving a pin for 
twenty-five ycafs of dedicated and dependable service 
to the Postal Service. The pin was pinned on Jiggs by 
his wife, Liz. Robert S. Martin, Eagle Lake post­
master, at left, made the award at a retirement dinner 
for the Kana family Friday night. He officially retired 
June 1. At Jiggs' right is fellow postal worker Mike 
Duarte and daughter Betty Jane Kana. 

concluded by offering 
best wishes from Kana's 
friends and fellow em­
ployees who have shared 
a jî reer in the postal ser­
vice in "wishing you a 
long and happy 
retirement." 

Mr. Kana was the 
recipient of a twenty-five 
year service award pin for 
"creditable service. . .a 
worthy accomplish­
ment." 

Mike Duarte, represen­
ting fellow workers in the 
postal service, recounted 
some of Kana's experien­

ces in the local postoffice. 
He noted that Mr. Kana 
joined the postal service 
in January of 1%2 as a 
substitute carrier. In Sep­
tember of 1974 he was 
promoted to the position 
of regular clerk, a 
position which he held 
until the time of his 
retirement on June 1 of 
this year. 

Patrons in the local 
postoffice, and along the 
routes which he services, 
have praised Kana for his 
courteous and friendly 
service and join in 

wishing that he and his 
wife Elizabeth have many 
happy years of 
retirement. As a sincere 
token of love and ap­
preciation for this ser­
vice, the Kanas were 
presented with a gift of a 
wine rack with several 
bottles of wine. 

Others attending the 
happy occasion were 
spouses of current and 
retired employees and 
close friends of the 
family. Of special note 
were his daughter Betty 
Jane, and World War II 
buddy, Oscar Marin and 
his wife Julie and 
daughtî r Christie of Los 
Angeles. The Marins are 
the parents of Richard 
Marin of the popular 
comedy team Cheech and 
Chong. 

After an enjoyable 
social hour and the awar­
ds presentation, the Rev. 
George Welsch offered 
the invocation preceding 
a delicious baked ham 
buffet dinner with ac­
companying dishes and a 
large retirement cake, 
displayed on a table in the 
dining room of, the Cone 
home. 

Still serving 
Although, Mr. Kana 

has retired from active 
duty with the Postal Ser­
vice, he and his wife Liz, 
the former Elizabeth An­
ders of Weimar, continue 
to serve citizens of the 
community in many ways 
and plan to do so for 
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City asking bids on sale of parcel 
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The city is advertising 
for bids to sell a parcel of 
property it owns near the 
old ice house, just east of 
Lake St., north of the 
railroad tracks. Accor­
ding to city manager 
Robert Klockman, the 
property is directly ad-
iacent to the ice house, 
and the call for bids was 
made at council's regular 
meeting last week. 

Another parcel there 
was sold to the Eagle 
Lake Rotary Club for $1 
plus expenses, with the 
land dedicated for use by 
the Eagle Lake Boy 
Scouts. State law allows 
the city to sell property 

without bids to a 
charitable foundation. 
The bids on the other 
parcel will be opened at 
council's August 13th 
meeting. 

In other business, 
council has approved a 
sewerage Uft station to be 
installed at the western 
cky MmitB, when wiim 
and expanded water ser­
vice is to be installed for 
the newly annexed area in 
the Austin, Campbell 
road areas. The station 
will cost about 58,000, 
but none of that cost will 
be pai4 by the residents in 
the annexed area. The lift 

station will allow growth 
beyond the annexed area, 
should developers install 
a subdivision there. 
Because of the station, 
sewer Unes can be buried 
deeper, if plans are 
received on schedule, the 
work will be bid in 
August, then construe-
•ton can begin in Septem­
ber, with a 30 to 60 day 
completion time. 

Also, Colorado Coun­
ty chief appraiser Billy 
Youens attended the 
meeting to explain the 
newly released appraisals. 
He answered council 
questions. 
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The Altar Society met 
July 5 with Melinda 
Kucheka, president, 
presiding. Members 
discussed visitation to the 
Heritage House on July 10. 

Members will be serving 
food for the KC bingo on 
the first and last Tuesday 
nights of each month. A 
list of when each person is 
to work will be sent out. 

Melinda reminded ladies 
of the District meeting 
which will be held in Sealy 
on July 17th. 

Discussion also 

held on the Country Store 
at the Church picnic. Next 
year people will be asked 
to have items at the hall 
by 11 a.m. 

Refreshments consisting 
of cookies and punch were 
served by Hostesses Mrs. 
Barbara Rucka and Mrs. 
Mary Veselka. 
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many more years. Both 
are very active in the 
organizations and have 
held ofFicial positions in 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church, 
the Altar Society, the 
Knights of Columbus, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and Auxiliary, the South 
Central Texas Oldtimers 
Baseball Association and 
Hall of Fame and other 
worthy community ac­
tivities. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kana, 
and Betty Jane and son 
Phil, came to the Eagle 
Lake community in 1956 
to assume ownership of a 
Western Auto Associate 
Store franchise. 

His prominence in the 
sport of baseball has been 
retold many times, 
especially during the days 
when Jiggs was one of the 
star pitchers for the Her­
der Truckers semi-pro 
team in Weimar. This 
team recorded outstan­
ding successes in cap­
turing such prominent 
.titles as champions of the 
Houston Post semi-pro 
tournament in 1949, the 
same year they won the 
state semi-pro' title and 
represented Texas in the 
national competition and 
placed fourth. The team 
also won numerous South 
Central League titles. As 
a sidelight of the suc­
cessful season in 1949, 
the Truckers met the 
Houston Buffs, the 
forerunners of the 

Houston Colt 4Ss and 
later the Astros, and the 
Truckers won the game 
and Kana was the game-
saving relief pitcher. He 
was also a handy man 
with the bat ind in 1950 
led the Truckers in hitting 
with a .402 average while 
pitching and playing 
utility positions. 

In answer to a question 
which obviously has been 
on the minds of friends 
who have known Jiggs 
for these many years« 
"Where in the world did 
you get the nickname of 
Jiggs?" His answer was 
given with the shy grin 
which has become a 
trademark of this beloved 
gentleman. "I'm not 
sure. A brother probably 
was responsible for giving 
me this handle because 1 
enjoyed reading the 
comics so much in my 
boyhood days." Anyway 
the nickname stuck and 
today everyone knows V. 
J. Kana as "Jiggs." 

His love for his tricnds 
and for his community 
was exemplified in the 
remarks of acceptance of 
this honor on his 
retirement last Friday 
night. "I have loved my 
work, loved those with 
whom I have worked and 
those whom 1 have served 
and the community in 
which my family resides. 
I consider it a blessing to 
have been singularly 
associated with all of 
you." 

Our old 
air conditioner 

broke down 
permanent^. 

Tm glad. 
"I didn't see it that way at first of 

course. For one thing, it was July with 
the weather getting hotter every day 
And naturally, we were concerned 
atK>ut nr>oney and how much we were 
going to have to pay for new air 
conditioning. 

"As it turned out the breakdovwi 
showed us how to SAVE money 

"Our dealer explained EER and 
SEER—efficiency ratings for air con­
ditioners. The higher the nunnber, 
the nrKJre efficiently the unit operates. 
He said we'd get the most economical 
service from one rated 8 or at>ove. 

"The people at CPL said the dealer 
was absolutely right we should choose 
a model with an EER of at least 8. And 
they helped us figure the BTCI sizing 
right for our house. That's impor­
tant too. 

•^e hadn't been using the new air 
corulitioner very long before we real­
ized how much the oM one had cost 

us by using more electricity than nec­
essary to do the job. 

"Now I'm happy the old unit died. 
Our new system has an EER of 8.7— 
and rt's made a difference! More cool 
air, more comfort. Lower summer elec­
tricity bills than we've had in years 

"Wish we'd kx>ked into this EER 
business a k>ng time ago..." 
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I'd Like To Help With The County 
I'd Like To Volunteer My Help In The Following Area: 
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—DNflfldlewOfk • Fine Art D Entertainment — - — 
D Handcrafts D Photography D Construction 
DCanning DGeneral Ground Maintenance 
•Baking DHorseShow DCommercial Booths 
D Horiculture Q Uvestock D Work in Concessions 
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